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Abstract 
This study explores implicature in the song "When Time Stood 
Still", analyzing how implied meanings contribute to the song’s 
overall interpretation. Using Grice’s Cooperative Principle and 
its maxims, the research identifies conversational and 
conventional implicatures present in the lyrics. The study 
examines how language, context, and poetic devices shape the 
intended and inferred meanings beyond the literal text. The 
findings reveal how implicature enhances emotional depth, 
conveys hidden messages, and engages listeners in meaning-
making. This research contributes to the understanding of 
linguistic pragmatics in song lyrics, highlighting the role of 
implicature in artistic expression. 
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Introduction 
Language is a powerful tool for communication, often conveying meanings beyond the literal 
interpretation of words. In everyday conversations and artistic expressions, speakers and 
writers frequently rely on implicature to communicate additional layers of meaning. 
Implicature, a concept introduced by Paul Grice (1975), refers to the implied meanings that 
arise from context, conversational norms, and shared knowledge between speakers and 
listeners. 
 
Song lyrics, as a form of artistic expression, often employ implicature to evoke emotions, 
convey hidden messages, and engage listeners in deeper interpretation. The song "When Time 
Stood Still" presents an interesting case for analyzing implicature, as its lyrics contain indirect 
meanings that contribute to the song’s overall message and emotional impact. By examining 
how implicature functions in the lyrics, this study aims to uncover the underlying messages and 
the ways in which listeners interpret them. 
 
This research applies Grice’s Cooperative Principle and its maxims—Quantity, Quality, Relation, 
and Manner—to analyze the song’s lyrics. The study seeks to answer the following questions: (1) 
What types of implicature are present in "When Time Stood Still"? (2) How do these implicatures 
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contribute to the meaning of the song? The findings will contribute to a broader understanding 
of linguistic pragmatics in music and highlight the role of implicature in artistic communication. 
Research Methodology 
 
1. Research Design 
This study employs a qualitative descriptive approach to analyze the implicatures in the song 
"When Time Stood Still". The research focuses on interpreting the implied meanings within the 
lyrics rather than numerical data, making qualitative analysis the most suitable method. 
 
2. Data Collection 
The primary data source for this study is the official lyrics of "When Time Stood Still". The lyrics 
will be examined for instances of implicature based on linguistic and contextual clues. 
Additional data may be gathered from artist interviews, listener interpretations, and critical 
reviews to provide contextual support for the analysis. 
 
3. Data Analysis 
The analysis follows Grice’s Theory of Implicature, particularly his Cooperative Principle and 
its four maxims (Quantity, Quality, Relation, and Manner). The research will identify: 
Conversational Implicatures, where meaning is inferred based on context and the violation of 
Gricean maxims. 
Conventional Implicatures, where meaning is implied regardless of context. 
Each line or phrase containing potential implicature will be analyzed in terms of its linguistic 
structure, intended meaning, and contextual relevance. The study will also consider how 
implicature contributes to the song’s emotional and poetic impact. 
 
4. Validity and Reliability 
To ensure the credibility of the findings, cross-referencing will be conducted with expert 
interpretations, listener feedback, and relevant literature on implicature in music. Peer review 
and discussions with linguistic experts will further validate the analysis. 
 
 
Findings and Discussion 
 
Findings 
This study analyzed the song "When Time Stood Still" to identify various forms of implicature 
based on Grice’s Cooperative Principle. The key findings include: 
 
1. Conversational Implicatures – The lyrics often flout Grice’s maxims (quantity, quality, 
relation, and manner), creating implied meanings beyond the literal text. For example, 
instances where the singer provides less information than expected (flouting quantity) require 
listeners to infer deeper meanings related to nostalgia, love, or loss. 
 
2. Conventional Implicatures – Certain phrases and expressions inherently carry implied 
meanings. Words related to time, stillness, and memory suggest themes of longing and 
reflection, even without explicit statements. 
 
3. Contextual Dependence – The interpretation of implicature is influenced by the listener’s 
personal experiences and cultural background. Some lines may suggest a romantic connection, 
while others might imply a metaphorical pause in life due to significant events. 
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4. Emotional and Poetic Impact – The song’s use of implicature enhances its emotional depth, 
making it more engaging for listeners. By leaving certain meanings unsaid, the lyrics invite 
interpretation, fostering a deeper connection between the song and its audience. 
 
Discussion 
The findings align with pragmatic theories on implicature, particularly Grice’s maxims. The 
song demonstrates how artists strategically use implicature to evoke emotions and convey 
messages without direct statements. The frequent use of metaphorical language and ambiguous 
phrasing adds layers of meaning, making the song open to multiple interpretations. 
 
Furthermore, implicature in song lyrics functions differently from everyday conversation. While 
Grice’s maxims suggest that speakers should be cooperative and clear, artistic language often 
deliberately breaks these rules to create poetic effects. This study highlights how implicature 
contributes to the richness of song lyrics, emphasizing the importance of context, listener 
interpretation, and cultural knowledge in understanding implied meanings. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
This study has examined the use of implicature in the song "When Time Stood Still", highlighting 
how implied meanings contribute to the song's emotional depth and interpretative richness. By 
applying Grice’s Cooperative Principle and its maxims, the analysis revealed various 
conversational and conventional implicatures embedded in the lyrics. These implicatures allow 
for multiple interpretations, engaging listeners in deeper meaning-making beyond the literal 
text. The findings suggest that implicature plays a crucial role in enhancing poetic expression, 
reinforcing themes, and evoking emotions in song lyrics. This research underscores the 
significance of pragmatics in music, demonstrating how linguistic devices shape artistic and 
communicative impact. Further studies could explore implicature in different musical genres 
to broaden the understanding of its role in lyrical composition. 
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